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Come, Let’s  
Celebrate Cinema 

In a world dominated by superheroes and 
superhero movies, film festivals play an 

invaluable role in the spread of real art. Raw 
cinema is often buried amidst the sands of 
the endless commercial cinema culture. 
The International Film Festival of Kerala is 
one among the roaring appraisals of the 
vanishing art of cinema and its rich culture. 
The 28th edition of the IFFK is all set to light 
up the capital city of Thiruvananthapuram 
from the 8th of December 2023. 

The festival will be inaugurated at the 
Nishagandhi auditorium by Pinarayi Vijayan, 
Chief Minister of Kerala in online mode. 
Three times National Award winner for Best 
Actor, Nana Patekar will be the chief guest 
at the event. 

Mayor Arya Rajendran will present the 
Spirit of Cinema Award to Kenyan director 
Wanuri Kahiu. Festival Curator Golda Sellam 
will introduce the various packages at 
the 28th IFFK. VK Prasanth MLA, District 
Panchayat President Adv. D Suresh Kumar, 
International Competition Section Jury 
Chairperson and Portuguese Director 
Rita Azevedo Gomes, Latin American 
Package Curator Fernando Brunner, Sound 

Designer and Director Resul Pookutty, 
KSCA Chairman Ranjith, filmmaker Shyama 
Prasad, KSFDC Chairman Shaji N.  Karun, 
Cultural Workers Welfare Board Chairman 
Madhupal, Culture Department Secretary 
Mini Antony IAS, Film Chamber President 
BR Jacob, KSCA Vice Chairman Prem Kumar 
and Secretary C. Ajoy will be present at the 
occassion. 

The festival catalogue will be released 
by VK Prasanth MLA by handing over it 
to Madhupal.  The Daily Bulletin will be 
released by Adv.  D. Suresh Kumar to 
Shaji N. Karun.  The festival edition of 

the Chalachitra Academy magazine, 
Chalachitra Sameeksha,  will be launched 
by Resul Pookutty to Premkumar.  The 
opening film Goodbye Julia will then be 
screened at the auditorium. 

In theaters, 70 percent of the total 
seats are reserved and 30 percent are 
unreserved.  Senior citizens aged 60 
and above will be allowed entry without 
queuing.  This benefit can be availed only 
by those who can show a government 
approved identity card proving their age.  
Two e-buses of KSRTC will run a special 
free service connecting the exhibition 
venues for the delegates. Vehicular 
restrictions have been imposed at the 
main venue, Tagore Theatre.  Only vehicles 
with a festival vehicle pass are allowed to 
enter Tagore premises.

We live amidst war and revolution. It is 
highly important for art to be visualised 
and enjoyed in a theatre full of film 
enthusiasts. Art unites and creates  
waves that in turn pave the way for 
revolutions through history and the  
future. The 28th IFFK is here to bring art to 
life yet again. 
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The IFFK holds a significant place 
as one of the largest film festivals 
in Asia, drawing in enthusiastic 
audiences. The festival holds a 
political aspect, emphasizing 
films from Afro -Asian and Latin 
American countries, reflected in 
our curated packages. Five films 
from Latin America, a beloved 
region among film enthusiasts, 
will be showcased. This edition of 
the festival will honour Kenyan 
filmmaker Wanuri Kahiu with the 
‘Spirit of Cinema’ award for her 
courageous stance against state 
censorship and her contributions 
through AFROBUBBLEGUM, 
advocating a vibrant and 
optimistic portrayal of Africa, 
emphasizing joy, hope, and love.

May these eight days of the 
festival offer heartwarming and 
enriching cinematic experiences.

RANJITH
Festival Director, IFFK
Chairman, Kerala State 
Chalachitra Academy

The 28th IFFK is ready to set the 
cinematic atmosphere in the 
capital city again. Every year, 
IFFK comes with a handful of 
world class films and artistic 
culture to entertain and enhance 
the cinematic universe of film 
enthusiasts. We are super glad 
and proud of this year’s festival 
organisation and selected 
films. We are sure it will provide 
our audience with an exciting 
experience this year too. IFFK 
has always maintained its quality, 
be it in its film selection or the 
artistic expressions throughout 
the festival.  We look forward to 
hosting our invaluable audience 
and treating them to art as raw as 
the films we have chosen for them 
this year too.  
 
MINI ANTONY IAS
Secretary, Department of  
Cultural Affairs

IFFK serves as an important 
platform for cultural resistance 
and education. By presenting 
these diverse narratives, the 
festival fosters a space for 
dialogue and solidarity, allowing 
viewers to express support 
for oppressed communities 
worldwide. The festival indeed 
serves as a form of cultural 
resistance. It’s a platform where 
people come together, not only 
to watch films but also to engage 
in discussions that amplify the 
voices of the marginalized and 
stand in solidarity with those 
who face oppression. Through 
this collective experience, the 
festival becomes more than just 
a showcase of films; it becomes a 
catalyst for empathy, awareness, 
and advocacy for social change.

PREM KUMAR
Vice Chairman, Kerala State 
Chalachitra Academy

Stepping boldly into its 28th 
edition, IFFK stands as a 
vibrant testament to the 
State’s cultural evolution. 
This year’s edition unveils 
a myriad of genres and 
themes, sparking positive 
anticipation. The festival’s 
array of curated packages, 
global film representations, 
special sessions, and open 
forums serve as conduits for 
meaningful people-to-people 
connections. Meanwhile, 
the renovated ‘Manaveeyam’ 
Street, Kerala’s first cultural 
corridor invites attendees 
to partake in enchanting 
cultural evenings.  IFFK 
by its style and substance 
has inspired the genesis of 
many cultural movements 
that we see in Kerala today. 
This quintessential work 
of art is here to stay as 
the pinnacle of the Kerala 
model of inclusiveness and 
togetherness.

C AJOY
Executive Director, IFFK
Secretary, Kerala State 
Chalachitra Academy

The IFFK holds the position of being Kerala’s largest cultural fiesta. More than merely a 
festival, it serves as a profound political and cultural confluence, providing a free and fair 

platform for artists and activists to share their voices and ideals. This platform remains a 
testament to Kerala’s vibrant cultural landscape, fostering an environment of inclusivity and 
creativity.

We take immense pride in honouring the remarkable contributions of the distinguished Polish 
filmmaker Krzysztof Zanussi with the prestigious lifetime achievement award.  In this edition, 
we are proud to bestow the Spirit of Cinema Award upon the Kenyan filmmaker Wanuri Kahiu, 
recognizing her outstanding bravery in addressing societal injustices.

This year, we are excited to feature special packages highlighting the country focus on Cuba. 
It’s a privilege for us to extend a warm welcome to the esteemed Cuban filmmakers who 
will grace us with their presence, enriching our festival with their unique perspectives. May 
this edition of IFFK be a memorable and enlightening experience for all, fostering cultural 
dialogues and paving the way for a more inclusive and harmonious world. 

I am glad to note that the 28th edition of the International Film Festival of Kerala is being 
organised under the aegis of the Kerala State Chalachitra Academy. Kerala, known for its 

cultural vibrancy and artistic fervour, takes pride in hosting this remarkable event that not 
only entertains but also educates and enlightens.

The IFFK stands as a testament to the enduring power of cinema in transcending boundaries 
and uniting us all in the celebration of art, culture, and humanity. It has consistently 
served as a platform for showcasing diverse cinematic expressions from around the world, 
fostering a rich tapestry of stories that enlighten, inspire, and resonate with an international 
audience.

Mention needs to be made of the fact that a special package featuring anti-colonisation 
films, which holds profound relevance in today’s context of global conflicts, notably the 
ongoing struggle of the Palestinian people, is included in this year’s festival. Let us cherish 
this opportunity to come together, appreciate diverse perspectives, and revel in the magic of 
cinema. Wishing everyone an enriching and captivating experience at the 28th International 
Film Festival of Kerala. May the spirit of cinema continue to inspire and unite us all. 

Pinarayi Vijayan
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Kerala, Chief Patron, IFFK

Saji Cherian
Minister for Fisheries, Culture and Youth Affairs

Golda Sellam

The IFFK stands as a symbol of Kerala’s dedication to exceptional cinema, transcending borders and 
offering a platform that unites film enthusiasts like myself.  I am convinced of its vast potential to 

elevate its presence to greater heights on the international stage. My involvement with IFFK is driven by 
the belief that it will serve as a catalyst, propelling Malayalam cinema further into the global spotlight. 
The emergence of a new international market presents a promising opportunity for Malayalam cinema 
to expand its reach and presence on a global scale. I envision a future where the world recognises and 
embraces the unparalleled creativity and depth of Malayalam cinema. 

This year, we present a curated selection that embodies the essence of the best in world cinema. It 
includes the latest creations from the contemporary world masters,  films that have garnered laurels 
from renowned festivals, and films portraying the challenges faced by conflict-ridden nations. Among 
the highlights, we proudly showcase a package of films by women filmmakers, each telling stories that 
resonate with depth, emotion, and the diverse experiences of women across the globe.

Over the next eight days, I invite you to immerse yourselves in the wonders of movies that captivate and 
enlighten the soul. It is my sincere hope that you will find inspiration, joy, and a deeper appreciation for 
the cinematic marvels that grace our screens.  

28th IFFK

Curator, 28th IFFK
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Goodbye Julia is a debut feature film by Sudanese 
director Mohamed Kordofani. It is a film that 

subtly portrays the long-standing conflicts and ethnic 
discrimination between the citizens of Sudan’s North 
and South province. 

The story takes place just before the secession 
of South Sudan in 2011, when it remains a unified 
country but the social situation remains tense. The 
film follows the struggles of Mona, a North Sudanese 
singer who is wracked with guilt after covering up a 
murder. The murder victim is a South Sudanese man. 
Even the government is racially discriminating and 
prejudiced against the Sudanese in the Southern 
region. Mona brings Julia, the victim’s widow, home 
as her maid to atone for her wrongdoing, along with 
Julia’s son, Daniel. Mona experiences the conflicts of 
not being able to confess her sins. 

Goodbye Julia depicts the conflicts and divisions 
between the ethnic and religious identities of the 
people of a country through the relationship of two 
women. The film becomes a silent cry amid divisions 
and hatreds. People in the northern province of Sudan 
have been racially discriminating against the people of 
southern Sudan for decades. That is the basic reason 
for the partition of Sudan. 

Director Mohammad Kordofani commented in an 
interview that he believes that people in the North are 
victims of values and habits that have been handed 
down over generations. The film was selected for 
the Cannes Film Festival from Sudan and won the 
Freedom Award at the festival. 

The Silent  
Cries Between 

Division 
and  

Hatred
Rajesh Chirappadu

28-ാമത് കേരള രാജ്്യാന്തര 
ചലച്ചിത്രകമളയുടെ ടെലചികേറ്് 

ടെല്ചിടറെ ഉദ്ഘാെനം തചിരുവനന്തപുരം 
നേരെഭാ കമയർ ആര്യ രാകജ്ന്ദ്രൻ 
നചിർവഹചിച്ചു. നെചി വചിൻെചി അകലാഷ്്യെ് ആദ്യ 
പാെ്  െംവചിധായേൻ ശ്്യാമപ്രൊദചിൽ നചിന്് 
ഏറ്റുവാങ്ചി. 
രാജ്്യാന്തര ചലചചിത്ര കമളയുടെ ആദ്യ 
ടെലചികേറ്് പാെ് ലഭചിച്ത് തനചിക്കു 
േചിട്ചിയ രണ്ാമടതെ പുരെ് ോരമാടെന്് 
വചിൻെചി അകലാഷ്്യെ് പറഞ്ഞു. യുദ്ധതെചിനും 
അക്രമങ്ൾക്കുടമതചിടര േലടോണ്ടു 
പ്രതചികരാധം സൃഷ്ചിക്ാൻ പാേതെചിനുള്ള 

ഫെസ്റ്റിവൽ 
ഓെീസ് തുറന്ു 
കേരള രാജ്്യാന്തര ചലച്ചിത്രകമളയുടെ ടെസ്റചിവൽ 
ഓെീെ് പ്രവർതെനം ആരംഭചിച്ചു. ൊകോർ തചികയറ്റചിൽ 
ആരംഭചിച് ടെസ്റചിവൽ ഓെീെ് ൊംെ് ോരചിേ വകുപ്് 
ടെക്രട്റചി മചിനചി ആറെെചി ഐ.എ.എെ് ഉദ്ഘാെനം 
ടചയ്തു. ഐ.എെ്.എെ്.ടേ റചിെപ്ഷ്ൻ ആറെ് െങ്്ഷ്ൻ 
േമ്ചിറ്ചി ടചയർമാൻ എം വചിജ്യകുമാർ, ൊംസ്ാരചിേ വകുപ്് 
െയറക്ടർ എൻ മായ ഐ.എെ്.എെ്, ചലച്ചിത്ര അക്ാദമചി 
ടചയർമാൻ രഞ്ചിതെ്, വവെ് ടചയർമാൻ കപ്രംകുമാർ, 
ടെക്രട്റചി െചി അകജ്ായ്, എക്ചിേയൂട്ീവ് അംേം ശ്ങ്കർ 
രാമകൃഷ്് െൻ തുെങ്ചിയവർ പടങ്കടുത്തു. 

ഹോ�ോട്ടല് ഹൊ�ോറൈസണില് നടന്ന പത്്രസഹോമേളനത്ില് 
ചലച്ിത്്ര അക്ോദമി ഹൊചയര്മോന് രഞ്ി്ര് സംസോരിക്കുന്നകു ്രീഹോയറ്റര് ഹോ�ോളന്റിഹോയഴ് സ് ഓൈിയഹോന്ഷന് ഹോത്പോത്്രോം സോംസ് കോരിക ത്പ�ര്ത്ക 

ഹോഷേമനിധി ഹോ�ോര്ഡ് ഹൊചയര്മോന് മധകുപോല് ഉദഘ്ോടനം ഹൊചയ്യുന്നകു
്രീഹോയറ്റര് ഹോ�ോളന്റിയര്മോരകുഹൊട ഹോയോ്രത്ില് ഹോ�ോളന്റിയര് കമേിറ്റി 

ഹൊചയര്മോന് ഹൊക.എസ് സകുനില്കകുമോര് സംസോരിക്കുന്നകു

നചിരവധചി ചചിത്രങ്ൾ 28-ാമത് ഐ.എെ്.
എെ്.ടേയചിലുടണ്ന്നം അതുടോണ്ടുതടന് 
ഈ ചലച്ചിത്രകമള ോലഘട്തെചിന് 
അനുകയാജ്്യമാടെന്നം ടെലചികേറ്് 
ടെൽ ഉദ്ഘാെനം ടചയ്ത കമയർ പറഞ്ഞു. 
അടുതെോലതെ് മലയാള െചിനചിമയചിലുണ്ായ 
ഏറ്വും പ്രധാനടപ്ട് തുെചിപ്പുേളുടെ ോരെം 
കേരള രാജ്്യാന്തര ചലച്ചിത്രകമളയാടെന്നം 
കേരളതെചിടല യുവതലമുറയുടെ 
െചിനചിമാെ്വാദനതെചിടനയും അഭചിരുചചിേടളയും 
കേരള രാജ്്യാന്തര ചലച്ചിത്രകമള വലചിയ 
രീതചിയചിൽ െ്വാധീനചിച്ചിട്ടുടണ്ന്നം 
െംവചിധായേൻ ശ്്യാമപ്രൊദ് അഭചിപ്രായടപ്ട്ടു. 

കേരള െംസ്ാന ചലച്ചിത്ര അക്ാദമചി 
ടചയർമാൻ രഞ്ചിതെ് അധ്യക്ഷത വഹചിച് 
ചെങ്ചിൽ ചലച്ചിത്രകമളയുടെ േയൂകററ്ർ 
കോൾെ ടെല്ം, ചലച്ചിത്ര അക്ാദമചി 
വവെ് ടചയർമാൻ കപ്രം കുമാർ, ടെക്രട്റചി 
െചി. അകജ്ായ്, എേ് െചിേയൂട്ചിവ് ക�ാർെ് 
അംേം പ്രോശ്് ശ്ീധർ, ടെലചികേറ്് േമ്ചിറ്ചി 
ടചയർമാൻ ടേ.ജ്ചി. കമാഹൻകുമാർ, ടെപയൂട്ചി 
െയറക്ടർ (ടെസ്റചിവൽ) എച്്. ഷ്ാജ്ചി 
എന്ചിവർ െംൊരചിച്ചു. കേരള ടെക്രകട്റചിയറ്് 
എംക്ലായീെ് അകൊെചികയഷ്ൻ 
അംേങ്ളുടെ െംേീതപരചിപാെചിയും 
അരകങ്റചി. 

ഫെല്റിഗേറ്് ഫസൽ ഉദഘ്ാടനം

ഗേരളത്്റിഗറേത്  
വ്റിഗ�ാജ്റിപ്ുേഫള 
അംേീേര്റിക്ുന്  

സാംസ് ോര്റിേ സമീപനം 
എം എ ഗേേ്റി

രാഷ്ടീയമായചി വ്യത്യസ്ത നചിലപാടുേളുള്ളവടരയും വചികയാജ്ചിപ്പുേളുള്ള
വടരയും അംേീേരചിക്കുന് ഉന്തമായ ജ്നാധചിപത്യൊംെ് ോ

രചിേ െമീപനമാെ് കേരളതെചികറെടതന്് മുൻ ൊംെ് ോരചിേ വകുപ്് 
മന്തചി എം.എ ക��ചി പറഞ്ഞു. 28ാമത് ഐ.എെ്.എെ്.ടേയുടെ 
മീെചിയ ടെൽ ഉദ്ഘാെനം ടചയ്ത് െംൊരചിക്കുേയായചിരുന്ന അകദേഹം. 
കപാളചിഷ്് െംവചിധായേൻ ക്രചികസ്റാെ് െനൂെചിടയ കമളയചിടല വലെ് 
വെം അച്ീവ് ടമറെ് അവാർെചിനായചി ടതരടഞെടുതെതചിടന ടചാല്ചി 
ചചില കോണുേളചിൽ നചിന്് ഉയർന് വചിവാദങ്ളചിൽ ോര്യമചിടല്ന്് 
അകദേഹം പറഞ്ഞു. ഇെതുപക്ഷ വീക്ഷെങ്കളാെ് ആശ്യപരമായചി 
വചികയാജ്ചിപ്് പ്രേെചിപ്ചിച്ചിട്ടുടണ്ങ്കചിലും അകദേഹം കലാേെചിനചിമയചിടല 
മചിേച് ഒരു ചലച്ചിത്ര ആചാര്യനാെ്. െനൂെചിക്് െനൂെചിയുകെതായ 
അഭചിപ്രായങ്ളുണ്ാവാം. കയാജ്ചിപ്പുള്ളവടര മാത്രമല് വചികയാജ്ചിപ്പുള്ളവടര 
കൂെചി നാം കേൾക്െം. െനൂെചിക്് പറയാനുള്ളത് നാം കേൾക്െം. 
അതചിൽനചിന്് നല് വചിമർശ്നങ്ൾ ഉൾടക്ാള്ളെം. അല്ാതെവടയ 
തള്ളചിക്ളയെം എന്് അകദേഹം അഭചിപ്രായടപ്ട്ടു. 

കേരള ചലച്ചിത്ര വചിേെന കോർപ്കറഷ്ൻ ടചയർമാൻ ഷ്ാജ്ചി എൻ 
േരുണ്, കേരള മീെചിയ അക്ാദമചി ടചയർമാൻ ആർ.എെ് �ാബു 
അധ്യക്ഷനായ ചെങ്ചിൽ ചലച്ചിത്ര അക്ാദമചി വവെ് ടചയർമാൻ കപ്രം
കുമാർ, ടെക്രട്റചി െചി. അകജ്ായ്, ജ്നറൽ േൗണ്െചിൽ അംേം രവചി 
കമകനാൻ, കേരള െചിലചിം ടപ്രാെയൂകെഴ് െ് അകൊെചികയഷ്ൻ ടെക്ര
ട്റചി �ചി. രാകേഷ്്, ടേ.യു.െ�് ളചിയൂ.ടജ് ജ്ചില്ാ ടെക്രട്റചി അനുപമ ജ്ചി 
നായർ, ചലച്ചിത്ര അക്ാദമചി ടെപയൂട്ചി െയറക്ടർ (ടെസ്റചിവൽ) എച്് 
ഷ്ാജ്ചി, ടെപയൂട്ചി െയറക്ടർ (കപ്രാഗ്ാംെ്) കൊ. എൻ.പചി െജ്ീഷ്് 
എന്ചിവർ പടങ്കടുത്തു. 

ഹോകരള ഹൊസത്കഹോട്ടൈിയറ്റ് എംഹോ്ലോയീസ് 
അഹോസോസിഹോയഷന് അം്രങ്ങള് അ�്രരിപ്ിച് 

സം്രീ്രപരിപോടി
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10:00 AM WC
The Buriti Flower 
(Crowrã) 
Portugal, Brazil 
/123/2023 
Dir: Renée Nader 
Messora, João 
Salaviza

10:15 AM WC
Under the Shad-
ow of the Sun 
(Mitahat Letzel 
shel Hsemes)
Israel/80/2023 
Dir: Shaom Hager

10:00 AM WC
Music (Musik) 
Germany, France, 
Greece, Serbia 
/108/2023 
Dir: Angela  
Schanelec

10:00 AM FG
Four Daughters 
(Les filles d’Olfa)
France, Saudi Arabia, 
Germany, Tunisia, 
Cyprus/107/2023 
Dir: Kaouther Ben 
Hania

9:30 AM MM
Kidnapped  
(Rapito) 
Italy, France,  
Germany 
/134/2023 
Dir: Marco  
Bellocchio

NO SCREENING

12:30 PM WC
Stepne  
(Stepne) 
Ukraine, Germany, 
Poland, Slovakia 
/117/2023 
Dir: Maryna Vroda

12:00 NOON WC
20,000 Species of 
Bees (20,000 es-
pecies de abejas) 
Spain/128/2023 
Dir: Estibaliz 
Urresola So-
laguren

12:00 NOON LA
The Realm of God 
(El reino de Dios)
Mexico/73/2022/ 
Dir: Claudia  
Sainte-Luce

12:00 NOON MM
Do Not Expect too much 
from the End of the 
World (Nu astepta prea 
mult de la sfârsitul lumii) 
Romania, Luxembourg, 
France, Croatia/163/2023 
Dir: Radu Jude

12:30 PM FG
Houria  
(Houria) 
Algeria, France 
/104/2022/ 
Dir: Mounia  
Meddour

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

6:00 PM WC
OPENING CEREMONY
followed by the screening of Opening Film
Goodbye Julia (Wadaean Julia) 
Sudan, Sweden, Germany, Saudi Arabia, 
France, Egypt /120/2023 
Dir: Mohamed Kordofani

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING
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9:00 AM ICN
Follower 
(Follower) 
India/100/2022  
Dir: Harshad 
Nalawade

9:15 AM MCT
Apple Plants  
(Applechedikal)  
India/74/2023 
Dir: Gagan Dev

9:30 AM LTA
A Year of the 
Quiet Sun (Rok 
spokojnego słońca) 
Poland, Italy, West 
Germany/106/1985 
Dir: Krzysztof 
Zanussi

9:15 AM ICN
Padatik 
India/122/2023 
Dir: Srijit M 
Mukherji

9:00 AM IC
Family  
India/111/2023 
Dir: Don  
Palathara

NO SCREENING

9:00 AM WC
Cobweb  
(Geomijip)
South Korea 
/135/2023 
Dir: Jee-woon 
Kim

9:30 AM HOM
A Minor  
(La Minor)
Iran/100/2022 
Dir: Dariush 
Mehrjui

9:30 AM FG
A Letter from 
Kyoto (Gyoto-eseo 
on pyeonji)
South Korea 
/102/2022
Dir: Minju Kim

9:30 AM WC
Disco Boy
France, Italy, 
Belgium, Poland 
/92/2023
Dir: Giacomo 
Abbruzzese

9:30 AM LA
The Girl from 
Uruguay
(La Uruguay)
Argentina, Uruguay 
/78/2022
Dir: Ana García 
Blaya

9:15 AM RC
The Dispossessed 
(Vasthuhara)
India/103/1991
Dir: G Aravindan

9:30 AM WC
Paradise is Burn-
ing (Paradiset 
brinner) Sweden, 
Italy, Denmark, 
Finland/108/2023
Dir: Mika  
Gustafson

9:45 AM WC
Les Indesirables
(Bâtiment 5)
France, Belgium 
/105/2023
Dir: Ladj Ly

11:30 AM IC
Southern Storm 
(La Sudestada)
Argentina/88/2023
Dir: Edgardo 
Dieleke, Daniel 
Casabé

12:00 NOON ICN
Which Colour? 
(Kayo Kayo  
Colour?) 
India/96/2023 
Dir: Shahrukh-
khan Chavada

11:45 AM WC
Slow 
Lithuania, Spain, 
Sweden/108/2023 
Dir: Marija  
Kavtaradze

12:15 PM IC
The Snowstorm
(Boran)
Kazakhstan 
/95/2022 
Dir: Sabit  
Kurmanbekov

11:00 AM IC
The Sentence  
(Thadavu) 
India/89/2023 
Dir: Fazil Razak

NO SCREENING

12:15 PM MM
The Green Border  
(Zielona granica) 
Poland, US, France, 
Czech Republic, Bel-
gium, Germany, Turkey 
/147/2023 
Dir: Agnieszka Holland

12:00 NOON WC
Junks and Dolls 
(Ashghal-Ha Va 
Arousak-Ha) 
Iran/76/2023  
Dir: Manijeh 
Hekmat

11:45 AM DM
The Great  
Dictator
US125/1940
Dir: Charlie 
Chaplin

11:45 AM WC
Paradise
India, Sri Lanka 
/93/2023
Dir: Prasanna 
Vithanage

12:00 NOON MCT
B 32 to 44
(B 32 Muthal 44 
Vare)
India/108/2022
Dir: Shruthi  
Sharanyam

11:15 AM KS
Home
India/161/2021
Dir: Rojin Thomas

12:15 PM WC
Deserts (Déserts)
Germany,  
Morocco, Belgium, 
France/125/2023
Dir: Faouzi  
Bensaïdi

11:30 AM LTA
Perfect Number
(Liczba doskonała)
Poland, Israel, 
Italy/87/2022
Dir: Krzysztof 
Zanussi

NO SCREENING

3:00 PM WC
Omen (Augure) 
Belgium, The Democratic 
Republic of Congo, 
Netherlands, France, 
Germany, South Africa 
/90/2023 
Dir: Baloji

3:00 PM WC
Stepne
(СТЕПНЕ)
Ukraine, Germany, 
Poland, Slovakia 
/117/2023
Dir: Maryna Vroda

2:30 PM WC
The Last Birthday
(Akharin Tavalod)
Afghanistan 
/80/2023
Dir: Navid  
Mahmoudi

2:45 PM WC
Sleep
(Jam)
South Korea 
/95/2023
Dir: Jason Yu

3:00 PM KS
Guras
India, Nepal 
/114/2023
Dir: Saurav Rai

3:15  PM SC
Pumzi
South Africa, 
Kenya/21/2009
From a Whisper
Kenya/79/2008
Dir: Wanuri Kahi

3:15  PM FG
Footprints on 
Water
India, UK 
/108/2023
Dir: Nathalia 
Syam

3:00  PM WC
Blackbird Black-
bird Blackberry
(Shashvi shashvi 
maq’vali) Swit-
zerland, Georgia 
/110/2023
Dir: Elene Naveriani

6:00 PM MM
The Old Oak  
UK, France,  
Belgium/113/2023 
Dir: Ken Loach

6:00 PM WC
Hoard  
UK/126/2023 
Dir: Luna  
Carmoon

6:00 PM WC
Thiiird
Lebanon/95/2023
Dir: Karim  
Kassem

6:00 PM WC
Upon Open Sky
(A Cielo Abierto)
Spain,Mexico, Ar-
gentina/117/2023
Dir: Mariana 
Arriaga, Santiago 
Arriaga

6:00 PM MCT
O.Baby
India/126/2023
Dir: Ranjan  
Pramod

6:00 PM WC
The Accident
(O Acidente)
Brazil/95/2022
Dir: Bruno 
Carboni

6:15 PM JF
The Call of the 
Desert (El Llama-
do del Desierto)
Argentina,  
Morocco/95/2018
Dir: Pablo Cesar

6:00 PM WC
Grace
(Blazh)
Russia/119/2023
Dir: Ilya  
Povolotsky

6:00 PM WC
The Song of the 
Auricanturi (El 
canto del Auri-
canturi) Colombia 
/100/2023/
Dir: Camila  
Rodríguez Triana

3:30 PM IC
Power Alley  
(Levante)
Brazil, France, 
Uruguay/92/2023
Dir: Lillah  Halla

3:15 PM KS
Invisible Windows 
(Adrishya  
Jalakangal) 
India/130/2023 
Dir: Dr Bijukumar 
Damodaran

2:30 PM - 3:30 PM 
IN CONVERSATION
Rita Gomez

3:00 PM MCT
Inheritance 
(Daayam) 
India/81/2022 
Dir: Prasanth 
Vijay

3:00 PM IC
All the Silence  
(Todo el silencio)
Mexico/78/2023 
Dir: Diego del Rio

6:00 PM WC
The Teachers’ 
Lounge 
(Das Lehrerzim-
mer) 
Germany/98/2023 
Dir: Ilker Çatak

6:15 PM WC
The Zone of 
Interest 
(The Zone of Inter-
est) US, UK, Poland 
/105/2023 
Dir: Jonathan 
Glazer

6:30 PM KS
Stolen 
India/92/2023 
Dir: Karan Tejpal

6:00 PM MCT
Valassai  
Paravakal 
India/82/2023 
Dir: Sunil Maloor

6:00 PM IC
Agra  
India,France 
/132/2023 
Dir: Kanu Behl

8:30 PM WC
La Chimera 
Italy, France,  
Switzerland 
/130/2023 
Dir: Alice  
Rohrwacher

8:45 PM WC
Drift 
(Drift) 
US, Greece, 
France, UK 
/93/2023 
Dir: Anthony Chen

8:45 PM MSR
Calcutta 71 
India/132/1972 
Dir: Mrinal Sen

8:15 PM ICN
Ambush 
(Ghaath) 
India/124/2023 
Dir: Chhatrapal 
Ninawe

9:00 PM MM
Fallen Leaves  
(Kuolleet lehdet)
Finland, Germany 
/81/2023 
Dir: Aki  
Kaurismäki

8:30 PM WC
Anatomy of a Fall  
(Anatomie d’une 
chute) 
France/151/2023 
Dir: Justine Triet

8:30 PM WC
Love and  
Revolution  
(Te estoy amando 
locamente)
Spain/106/2023 
Dir: Alejandro 
Marín

8:00 PM WC
Gondola
Germany, Georgia 
/82/2023 
Dir: Veit Helmer, 
Matz Müller

8:30 PM WC
Melk
Netherlands 
/96/2023
Dir: Stefanie Kolk

8:45 PM MM
About Dry Grasses 
(Kuru Otlar Üstüne) 
Turkey, France, 
Germany, Sweden 
/197/2023
Dir: Nuri Bilge 
Ceylan

8:15 PM SM
Sultana’s Dream
(El sueño de la 
sultana) Germany, 
Spain /80/2023
Dir: Isabel  
Herguera

8:30 PM DM
Mujib: The Making 
of Nation
India, Bangladesh 
/176/2023
Dir: Shyam 
Benegal

8:15 PM WC
When the  
Seedlings Grow
(Gava Sitil Mezin 
Dibin)
Syria/83/2022
Dir: Rêger Azad

8:15 PM SM
The Peasants
(Chlopi) Poland, 
Serbia, Lithuania 
/114/2023
Dir: DK Welch-
man, Hugh 
Welchman
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9:00 AM MCT
Valassai  
Paravakal
India/82/2023
Dir: Sunil Maloor

9:15 AM MCT
The Core 
(Kaathal)
India/114/2023 
Dir: Jeo Baby

9:30 AM SM
The Siren
France, Germany, 
Luxembourg,  
Belgium/100/2023 
Dir: Sepideh Farsi

9:15 AM IC
Southern Storm
(La Sudestada)
Argentina/88/2023
Dir: Edgardo 
Dieleke, Daniel 
Casabé

9:00 AM WC
Thiiird
Lebanon/95/2023 
Dir: Karim  
Kassem

NO SCREENING

9:30 AM WC
Inshallah a Boy 
(Inshallah walad) 
Jordan, France, 
Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar/113/2023
Dir: Amjad Al 
Rasheed

9:45 AM WC
Afire
Germany/98/2023
Dir: Christian 
Petzold

9:45 AM WC
Hoard
UK/126/2023
Dir: Luna  
Carmoon

9:15 AM IC
All the Silence
(Todo el silencio)
Mexico/78/2023
Dir: Diego del Rio

9:30 AM WC
La Chimera
Italy, France,  
Switzerland 
/130/2023
Dir: Alice  
Rohrwacher

9:45 AM MCT
O.Baby
India/126/2023
Dir: Ranjan  
Pramod

9:45 AM ICN
Which Colour?
(Kayo Kayo Co-
lour?)
India/96/2023
Dir: Shahrukh-
khan Chavada

9:15 AM WC
A Cup of Coffee 
and New Shoes on 
(Një filxhan kafe dhe 
këpucë të reja veshur) 
Albania, Greece, Koso-
vo, Portugal/99/2022
Dir: Gentian Koçi

11:30 AM IC
Agra
India, France 
/132/2023
Dir: Kanu Behl

12:00 NOON ICN
Follower
India/100/2022 
Dir: Harshad 
Nalawade

11:45 AM LTA
The Contract 
(Kontrakt) 
Poland/114/1980
Dir: Krzysztof 
Zanussi

11:45 AM IC
Sunday
(Yakshanba)
Uzbekistan 
/97/2023 
Dir: Shokir  
Kholikov

11:30 AM  IC
Sermon to the 
Birds 
(Quşlara Xütb  ) 
Azerbaijan, 
Mexico, Switzer-
land/103/2023 
Dir: Hilal Baydarov

NO SCREENING

12:00 NOON MM
Asteroid City
US,Germa-
ny/105/2023 
Dir: Wes  
Anderson

12:15 PM FG
A Letter from 
Kyoto
(Gyoto-eseo on 
pyeonji)
South Korea 
/102/2022
Dir: Minju Kim

12:15 PM KS
Guras
India, Nepal 
/114/2023 
Dir: Saurav Rai

11:45 AM MCT
Five First Dates
India/111/2023 
Dir: Rinoshun K

12:00 NOON FG
Footprints On 
Water
India, UK 
/108/2023
Dir: Nathalia 
Syam

12:15 PM CF
City in Red
(Ciudad en rojo)
Cuba/90/2009
Dir: Rebeca 
Chávez

12:15 PM MCT
The Play
(Aattam)
India/139/2023
Dir: Anand 
Ekarshi

11:45 AM WC
Deserts (Déserts) 
Germany,  
Morocco, Belgium, 
France/125/2023
Dir: Faouzi  
Bensaïdi

6:00 PM WC
Thunders
(Tunete)
Moldova, Romania 
/75/2023 
Dir: Ioane Bobeica

3:00 PM MM
Perfect Days
Japan, Germa-
ny/123/2023
Dir: Wim Wenders

3:15 PM WC
Dreaming in 
Between 
(Nigekireta Yume)
Japan/96/2023
Dir: Maki Shimizu

3:15 PM WC
When the Seed-
lings Grow
(Gava Sitil Mezin 
Dibin)
Syria/83/2022
Dir: Rêger Azad

2:45 PM IC
The Sentence
(Thadavu)
India/89/2023
Dir: Fazil Razak

3:00 PM CF
Martí, the Eye of 
the Canary
(José Martí: El ojo 
del canario)
Cuba/105/2010
Dir: Fernando 
Pérez

3:15  PM RC
The Magnifying 
Lens
(Bhoothakkannadi)
India/115/1997
Dir: AK Lohithadas

3:15  PM ICN
Kherwal
India/132/2023
Dir: Uttam Kamati

2:45  PM FG
Tiger Stripes
Malaysia, Taiwan, 
France, Germany, 
Netherlands, Sin-
gapore, Qatar, In-
donesia/115/2023 
Dir: Amanda Nell Eu

8:00 PM MM
Blaga’s Lessons
(Eine Frage der 
Würde)
Bulgaria, Germa-
ny/114/2023
Dir: Stephan 
Komandarev

6:00 PM WC
The Last Birthday 
(Akharin Tavalod) 
Afghanistan 
/80/2023 
Dir: Navid  
Mahmoudi

6:15 PM KS
A Match
(Sthal)
India/104/2023
Dir: Jayant  
Somalkar

6:15 PM WC
Paradise is Burn-
ing (Paradiset 
brinner) Sweden, 
Italy, Denmark, 
Finland/108/2023 
Dir: Mika  
Gustafson

5:45 PM WC
How to Have Sex
UK, Greece 
/91/2023
Dir: Molly  
Manning Walker

6:00 PM WC
The Rapture
(Le ravissement)
France/97/2023
Dir: Iris  
Kaltenbäck

6:00 PM MM
A Brighter  
Tomorrow
(Il sol dell’avvenire)
Italy, France 
/95/2023
Dir: Nanni Moretti

6:00 PM WC
Critical Zone
(Mantagheye 
bohrani)
Iran, Germany 
/99/2023
Dir: Ali Ahmadzadeh

5:45 PM WC
Hesitation Wound
(Tereddüt Çizgisi)
Turkey, France, 
Romania, 
Spain/84/2023
Dir: Selman Nacar

3:00 PM IC
Family
India/111/2023
Dir: Don  
Palathara

3:15 PM WC
The Persian 
Version
US/107/2023
Dir: Maryam 
Keshavarz

2:30 PM - 3:30 PM 
IN CONVERSATION
Zanussi

3:15 PM IC
Whispers of Fire 
& Water
India/84/2023 
Dir: Lubdhak 
Chatterjee

2:15 PM IC
Power Alley
(Levante) 
Brazil, France, 
Uruguay/92/2023 
Dir: Lillah  Halla

6:00 PM MCT
Now and Forever
(Ennennum) 
India/88/2023 
Dir: Shalini  
Ushadevi

6:15 PM ICN
Rapture 
(Rimdogittanga) 
India/127/2023 
Dir: Dominic 
Sangma

6:00 PM SS
The Blessed 
Offering 
(Nirmalyam) 
India/134/1973 
Dir: M.T.  
Vasudevan Nair

6:15 PM IC
Prison in the 
Andes
(Penal Cordillera) 
Chile, Brazil 
/104/2023 
Dir: Felipe  
Carmona

6:00 PM IC
The Snowstorm
(Boran)
Kazakhstan 
/95/2022
Dir: Sabit  
Kurmanbekov

8:30 PM MCT
B 32 to 44  
(B 32 Muthal 44 
Vare) 
India/108/2022 
Dir: Shruthi   
Sharanyam

8:45 PM KS
Kennedy
India/142/2023 
Dir: Anurag 
Kashyap

9:30 PM WC
Inside the Yellow 
Cocoon Shell  
(Bên trong vo kén 
vàng) Vietnam, 
France, Singapore, 
Spain/182/2023
Dir: Thien An Pham

8:45 PM WC
Upon Open Sky
(A Cielo Abierto)
Spain, Mexico, Ar-
gentina/117/2023 
Dir: Mariana 
Arriaga, Santiago 
Arriaga

9:00 PM WC
Endless Borders
(Marzhaye bi 
payan)
Iran, Czech Re-
public/110/2023
Dir: Abbas Amini

10:15 PM WC
Me Captain
(Io capitano)
Italy,Belgium, 
France/121/2023
Dir: Matteo 
Garrone

9:00 PM MM
Fallen Leaves 
(Kuolleet lehdet)
Finland, Germany 
/81/2023
Dir: Aki  
Kaurismäki

9:00 PM DM
Crescendo
Germany 
/102/2019
Dir: Dror Zahavi

8:45 PM LA
The Delinquents 
(Los delincuentes)
Argentina, Brazil, 
Luxembourg, 
Chile/189/2023
Dir: Rodrigo 
Moreno

8:15 PM WC
Cobweb
(Geomijip)
South Ko-
rea/135/2023 
Dir: Jee-woon 
Kim

8:30 PM WC
A Road to a 
Village
Nepal/106/2023
Dir: Nabin Subba

8:30 PM WC
Love and 
Revolution (Te 
estoy amando 
locamente)
Spain/106/2023
Dir: Alejandro 
Marín

8:30 PM MM
About Dry Grass-
es (Kuru Otlar 
Üstüne) Turkey, 
France, Germany, 
Sweden/197/2023
Dir: Nuri Bilge 
Ceylan

8:15 PM LA
The Settlers (Los 
colonos) Chile, Argen-
tina, UK, Taiwan, Ger-
many, Sweden, France, 
Denmark/97/2023        
Dir: Felipe Gálvez 
Haberle
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Masterclass
by Namita Lal
at Hotel Horizon
13.12.2023
11.00 AM - 12:30 PM
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9:00 AM IC
Evil Does Not  
Exist (Aku wa 
Sonzai Shinai) 
Japan/106/2023
Dir: Ryûsuke 
Hamaguchi

9:15 AM MCT
Scheherazade
India/106/2023
Dir: Vignesh P 
Sasidharan

9:30 AM ICN
Joseph’s Son 
India/85/2023 
Dir: Haobam 
Paban Kumar

9:15 AM IC
Totem 
(TÓTEM)
Mexico, Denmark, 
France/95/2023 
Dir: Lila Avilés

9:00 AM WC
The Promised 
Land (Bastarden)
Denmark, Swe-
den, Norway, Ger-
many/127/2023
Dir: Nikolaj Arcel

NO SCREENING

11:30 AM IC
Achilles
(Ashil)
Iran, Germany, 
France/116/2023 
Dir: Farhad 
Delaram

12:00 NOON MCT
Inheritance
(Daayam)
India/81/2022
Dir: Prasanth 
Vijay

11:45 AM CF
With You Bread 
and Onions 
(Contigo pan y 
cebolla) 
Cuba/114/2014 
Dir: Juan Carlos 
Cremata Malberti

11:45 AM WC
The Zone of 
Interest
US, UK, Poland 
/105/2023
Dir: Jonathan 
Glazer

11:30 PM WC
Thunders 
(Tunete)
Moldova, Romania 
/75/2023 
Dir: Ioane Bobeica

NO SCREENING

3:00 PM MCT
Anand Monalisa 
Waits For Death
(Anand Monalisa 
Maranavum Kaathu) 
India/83/2023
Dir: Satish Babusenan, 
Santosh Babusenan

3:15 PM MCT
Blue Hair
(Neelamudi)
India/78/2023
Dir: Sarathku-
mar V

2:00 PM KS
Bahadur -  
The Brave
India/90/2023 
Dir: Diwa Shah

2:00 PM KS
Moha
India/103/2023
Dir: Santosh Sivan

2:15 PM WC
Hanging Gardens
(Janain mualaqa)
Iraq, Occupied Palestin-
ian Territory, Egypt, UK, 
Saudi Arabia/117/2022
Dir: Ahmed Yassin 
Aldaradji

6:00 PM 
CLOSING  
CEREMONY
Followed by the 
screening of 
Award Winning 
Film

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENINGNO SCREENING
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IC International Competition
ICN Indian Cinema Now
MCT Malayalam Cinema Today
WC World Cinema
LTA Zanussi Retrospective
CF Country Focus Cuba
FG The Female Gaze
DM Decolonising the Mind
RC Restored Classics

Director/Guest 
Present

JF Jury Films
HOM Homages
LA Latin American Cinema
SS Special Screening
MSR Mrinal Sen Retrospective
SC Spirit of Cinema
SM Signatures in Motion - 

Animation Films

Organised by Kerala State Chalachitra Academy
on behalf of Department of Cultural Affairs

Government of Kerala

FIPRESCI 
Seminar
at Open Forum
13.12.2023 
5.00 PM - 6.00 PM

IFFK
 SCH

ED
U

LE - D
AY 1

Africa is not all poverty, hunger stricken 
and poor. Africa is also fun, close to 

nature and rich in culture. Wanuri Kahiu is 
part of the African movement that portrays 
the other side of Africa- the jolly good side. 
She is being awarded the Spirit of Cinema 
Award at the 28th IFFK. 

Born in Nairobi, Wanuri is part of the new 
generation of African filmmakers. Her films 
have received international acclaim and 
have screened in numerous film festivals 
around the world. To date, Wanuri has written 
and directed six films and is working on her 
second feature length film.

Wanuri’s first feature film From A Whisper, 
based on the real events surrounding the 
1998 twin bombings of US Embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania won Best Narrative 
Feature in 2010 at the Pan African Film 
Festival in Los Angeles, as well as five 
awards at the African Movie Academy Award, 
including Best Director and Best Screenplay. 
In 2009 Wanuri produced the TV documentary 
For Our Land about Nobel Peace Prize 
Laureate Professor Wangari Maathai for 
MNET, a Pan African cable station. In 2010, 
her short science fiction Pumzi premiered 
at the Sundance film festival and went on to 
win best short film at Cannes Independent 
Film Festival and the silver at Carthage Film 
Festival (Tunisia). Pumzi also earned Wanuri 
the ‘Citta di Venezia 2010’ award in Venice, 
Italy. 
 
She is currently writing an Animation Film in 
conjunction with TriggerFish, South Africa. 
Wanuri is also in post production on a feature 
length documentary Ger about UNHCR 
Goodwill Ambassador Ger Duany, Who Am I, 
a short documentary about National Identity 
and a fractionally fictional documentary 
about an Nairobi based indie-pop group 
Just A Band. Wanuri also co-founded 
AfroBubblegum, a collective of African 
artists whose ambition is to create fun, 
frivolous and fierce work. 

Wanuri Kahiu:
The Fierce 

Voice of Africa 
Sruthi A. Sreekumar

SPIRIT OF CINEMA



Festival Director Ranjith, Chairman, KSCA Vice-Chairman Prem Kumar Executive Director and Chief Editor C Ajoy, Secretary, KSCA Treasurer Sreelal R 
Deputy Director (Finance) Sajith CC  Deputy Director (Festival) H Shaji Deputy Director (Programmes) Dr. N P Sajeesh Executive Editor Rahul S 

Associate Editors Sruthi A Sreekumar, Anugraha Shaji, Sreaya Sreekumar, Dr. Nowfal N, Kaikasi V S Chief Sub Editors Dhanya Maria Babu, R Krishnanunni, 
Jayakumar, Gopika A.S, Veena U, Sandra Reji, Arundhathy KS  Photography A.J Joji, Dhanuj S.l, Abin Soman, Biju V.V, Joseph Rahul, Noyal 

Design and Layout Sivaprasad B Printed at Akshara Offset, Thiruvanthapuram Printed and Published by C Ajoy, Secretary, KSCA 
on behalf of Department of Cultural Affairs, Govt. of Kerala (e) iffkdbteam@gmail.com


