
Amidst the rising chaos and 
disharmony in the world and a 

pandemic that tore the world health 
apart, International Film Festival 
of Kerala is set to start another 
edition in an attempt to unite art, 
culture and society. Pinarayi Vijayan, 
the Chief Minister of Kerala will 
inaugurate the fest  at Nishagandhi 
auditorium. Minister for Cultural 
Affairs Saji Cherian will preside over 
the function. The Chief Minister will 
present the Spirit of Cinema Award 
to Kurdish filmmaker Lisa Çalan. 

Anurag Kashyap will be the chief 
guest of the function. Minister for 
General Education and Labour V. 
Sivankutty will release the Festival 
Handbook to Antony Raju, Minister 
for Transport. Arya Rajendran, Mayor 
of Thiruvananthapuram Corporation 
will receive the first copy of the 
Festival Bulletin from G.R Anil, 
Minister for Food and Civil Supplies. 
Adv. V.K Prasanth MLA will release 
the Sameeksha Festival issue to  
Shaji N Karun, Chairman, KSFDC. 
Principal Secretary, Department of 

Withholding Peace and Survival 
IFFK rises as a Beacon of Hope

Day  1

Cultural Affairs Rani George IAS, 
KSCA Chairman Ranjith, KSCA 
Vice-Chairman Premkumar, IFFK 
Artistic Director Bina Paul and 
KSCA Secretary C. Ajoy will be also 
present in the function. 
The function will be followed by 
the screening of the opening film 
‘Rehana’ directed by Abdullah 
Mohammad Saad. At a time when 
war and chaos tries to tear us apart, 
let us hope that art will connect us 
together.
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Messages

KSCA is holding the 26th 
edition of the IFFK against 
the backdrop of receding 
wave of global pandemic. The 
festival is a declaration that 
art helps humanity survive 
in times of deep despair. 
The festival condemns the 
war mongering and military 
aggression whatever may be 
the reasons claimed. Together 
with the unflinching support 
of the State Government the 
Academy is hopeful of taking 
IFFK, the pride of Kerala, to 
newer heights.

Ranjith
Chairman, Kerala State 
Chalachitra Academy

Cinema is one of the most 
powerful instruments of 
cultural and artistic bonding. 
It often turns to be the most 
necessary form of social 
unification. During times of 
uncertainty and indecisions, 
rampage and destruction, art 
and cinema plays a major role 
in bringing together a society 
and often amass a nation into 
solidarity, peace, organisation and 
harmony. The 26th IFFK is set in 
a high time where this is not just 
a celebration of art but a festival 
of social equality and unity.

Rani George IAS
Principal Secretary, 
Dept. of Cultural Affairs

The 26th IFFK is a beacon 
of hope in these trying times 
around the world. Amidst 
difficult times is when art 
and culture should meet to 
unite people and pave ways 
to peace, harmony and 
unity. IFFK is a framework of 
cultural, social and artistic 
unity that is much needed 
today. We look forward to 
hosting a festival that not 
only caters to the love for art 
but also helps unite diverse 
nations in times of war and 
disharmony.

Premkumar
Vice Chairman, Kerala State 
Chalachitra Academy

കേരളത്തിലെ സതിനതിമാസ്ാദേർക്ക് 
ോഴക്ചയുലെ പുതതിയ 

ഭൂപെം ഒരുക്തി നൽേുേ എന്ന 
സാംസക്ോരതിേ ദൗത്യമാണക്  ഐ.എഫക്.
എഫക്.ലേ നതിർവഹതിച്ചു കപാരുന്നതക്. 
കൊേം ശ്രദ്തിക്ുന്ന ഈ കമളയുലെ 
േഴതിഞ്ഞ പതതിക്ാലെ നാം ോൽനൂറ്ാണ്ക് 
പൂർത്തിയാക്തി. കോവതിഡക് 
മഹാമാരതിയുലെ പശ്ാത്െത്തിൽ 
കമളയതിൽ പലകെെുക്ുന്നവരുലെ 
സുരക്ഷലയക്ുറതിച്ചുള്ള ആ്രകെലയ 
മുൻ നതിറുത്തി േഴതിഞ്ഞ തവണ 
തതിരുവനന്തപുരം, എറണാേുളം, 
തെകശേരതി, പാെക്ാെക് എന്നതിങ്ങലന നാെു  
കമഖെേളതിൽ കമള നെത്ാൻ ചെച്തിശത 

When many festivals in the 
global circuit decided to 
postpone, cancel, or choose 
digital route, IFFK stood out 
with out and out physical 
festival in the last leg spanning 
four cities. A collective of films 
and a colloquium of ideas, 
IFFK has grown as the biggest 
cultural event of Kerala. There 
will also be space for round 
table discussions, open forums 
and meetings that energise 
and synergize the festival 
ecosystem. Let us celebrate 
cinema together!

C. Ajoy
Secretary, Kerala State 
Chalachitra Academy

അക്ാദമതിയും ഗവൺലമനചും  
നതിർബന്തിതരായതി. പകക്ഷ അതക് ലഫസ്റതി 
വെതിലന ഗുണനതിെവാരലത് ബാധതിച്തില്ല 
എന്നതക് എെുത്ു പറകയണ് ോര്യമാണക്.

കോവതിഡക് മഹാമാരതിയുലെ വ്യാപനം 
േുറഞ്ഞുവരുന്ന ഈ ഘട്ടത്തിൽ  
26-ാമതക് ഐ.എഫക്.എഫക്.ലേ അതതിലന 
സ്തിരം കവദതിയായ തതിരുവനന്തപുരത്ു 
ലവച്ചുതലന്ന ഇക്ാൾ നെത്ല്െുേയാണക്. 
ആവ്ര്യമായ സുരക്ഷാ മാർഗങ്ങൾ 
ഈ കമളയതിെും കേലക്ാണ്തിട്ടചുണ്ക്.  
മഹാമാരതിക്ാെലത് ഓകരാ 
േകൊത്സവങ്ങളചും േെയതിെൂലെയുള്ള 
അതതിജീവനത്തിലന സകദേ്രമാണക് 

അതിജീവനത്ിന്റെ ദൃശ്യാനുഭവങ്ങള്
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Lisa Çalan, who is being honoured at 
the 26th IFFK with the Spirit of Cinema 

Award, is a Kurdish filmmaker who lost 
both her legs in a bomb attack by ISIS 
against an election rally of the People’s 
Democratic Party (HDP). The attack took 
place on 5 June 2015 in Diyarbakir, in 
south-eastern Turkey.
It was the US war against Iraq, and the 
war against Syria led by the US, Saudi 
Arabia and Turkey, which paved the way 
for the emergence of ISIS. Turkey, with a 
government led by the Islamist AKP, had 
agreed in 2003 to allow the US to use 
military bases in Turkey in the US war 
on Iraq. Later, the AKP government sent 
proxy groups of terrorists to Syria as part 
of the effort by Islamists and imperialism 
to topple the secular, Arab nationalist 
Syrian state. Many of the jihadis from 
Libya and Europe who were welcomed 
into Turkey as part of the war on Syria 

went on to join ISIS.
With Kurdish forces playing a major 
role in the fight against ISIS in Syria, 
pro-Kurdish organisations such as 
the People’s Democratic Party (HDP) 
– formed by left-leaning political 
organisations with pro-Kurdish views 
– became a target of attack for both 
the AKP and ISIS. The policies of the 
Erdogan-led AKP government – including 
majoritarian attacks on minority Kurds – 
continue to wreak havoc in Turkey.
The attack by ISIS failed to crush Lisa 
Çalan’s spirit. After much hardship 
and struggles, she began to walk 
using prosthetic legs, and returned 
to filmmaking. Her 2016 film Zimanê 
Çîya (The Tongue of the Mountains) is 
scheduled to be screened at the 26th 
IFFK, on 19 March 2022.

LISA ÇALAN:  
Spirit Unbowed

IFFK stand in solidarity with 
all those going through these 
terrible times. The festival 
programme showcases a few 
films from areas that have 
been in conflict for many 
years. In its 26th year, the 
Festival is a young adult, 
vivacious and brimming with 
energy! We welcome you to 
share this youthful energy 
and experience a week of 
togetherness and sharing. 
The pall of war can only be 
overcome by the spirit of the 
people.

Bina Paul
Artistic Director,  
IFFK

നൽേുന്നതക്. 26-ാമതക് അന്താരാശട്ര 
ചെച്തികശതാത്സവത്തിൽ നതിന്നക് 
തതിരലഞ്ഞെുക്ല്െുന്ന 
ചതിശതങ്ങൾ ശപകദ്രതിേമായതി 
ശപദർ്രതി്തിക്ും. ഇതതിെൂലെ 
േൂെുതൽ കശപക്ഷേർക്ക് 
സമോെതിേ കൊേ സതിനതിമ 
ആസ്ദതിക്ാനുള്ള വഴതി തുറക്ും.

പുതതിയ ോെത്തിലന രാശട്രീയ 
ഭാഷയും ഭാവനയും തുറന്നതിെുന്ന 
ദൃ്ര്യാനുഭവങ്ങളചുലെ ഇെമായതി ഈ 
ഐ.എഫക്.എഫക്.ലേയും മാറലട്ട.

സജി ചെറിയാൻ
സാംസക്ോരതിേ വേു്ുമശന്തതി

Subin Dennis
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Qua Vadis, Aida? 
A Journey between Life and Death
Rajesh Chirappadu

SEAT 
RESERVATIONS  
Started Off

The online seat reservation for 
the 26th edition of film IFFK has 

began. The delegates can reserve 
seats for the films through the official 
website of IFFK, www.iffk.in or using 
the IFFK app, from the play store. 
The films should be reserved before 
24 hours. The reservation will be 
permitted from 8 am until the seats 
are filled. The seats can be reserved 
using the delegate’s registration 
number and the password along 
with the code of the film. The 
reservation facility is available for all 
the theatres, except Nishagandhi.

Opening Film
The 26th International Film Festival of 

Kerala is opening with a neighbourhood 
film. Rehana is a Bangladeshi film directed by 
writer and filmmaker Abdullah Mohammad 
Saad. Released in 2021, this film opens up a 
wide outlook on women’s life from a powerful 
feminist point of view. 

Rehana has already caught the world’s film 
eye by becoming the first Bangladeshi film 
to be screened at the Cannes Film Festival. 
The plot of the film revolves around Rehana 
Mariam Noor, an assistant professor at a 
private medical college, who goes through the 
hardened and conditioned conflicts arising 
from her family. The film shows her struggle 
to balance her personal and professional life 
in a strictly patriarchal society. At the age of 
38, Rehana has to play the roles of a teacher, 
doctor, sister, daughter and mother. She is a 
character who strictly wants to stand for justice 
and fair treatment, but her actions are often 
deterred by the prejudices and stereotypes 
of society. Rehana fights for justice for her 
six-year-old daughter and her student who are 
facing violent oppressions from the dominating 
male chauvinistic community. It puts forward 
the high end need for a change in the thought 
process and freedom for women in the 21st 
century. 

The role of Rehana is played by notable 
Bangladeshi actress Azmeri Haque Badhon. 
Badhon, who has been into acting since 
2006, is also a dentist. In an interview, director 

Abdullah Mohammad Saad said that he was 
lucky to get the actress to play Rehana and 
that she portrayed the role with extraordinary 
dedication. Badhon won the Asia Pacific 
Screen Award for Best Actress in 2021 for 
her performance in Rehana.

Rehana is Abdullah Mohammad Saad’s 
second film as a director. His first film was 
Live from Dhaka which was released in 2016. 
Live from Dhaka won him the Best Director 
Award at the 27th Singapore International 
Film Festival. The filmmaker believes that 
the secret to a better life is to move forward 
boldly. He comes from a family with three 
older sisters and so was well aware of 
women’s conflicts in today’s society. Abdullah 
says that’s how Rehana came into reality.

Rehana 
Mariam  

Noor 
A conflicting 

outlook on 
women life Rajesh Chirappadu

Opening Film

Volunteer Team with KSCA Chairman Ranjith, Vice-Chairman Premkumar,  
Secretary C. Ajoy and Volunteer Committee Chairman K.S Sunilkumar4



ഐ.എഫക്.എഫക്.ലേയുലെ വരവറതിയതിച്ക് ബഹുമാനല്ട്ട 
സാംസക്ോരതിേ വേു്ക് മശന്തതി സജതി ലചറതിയാൻ 

ഫ്ാഗക് ഓഫക് ലചയക്ത ലേ.എസക്.ആർ.െതി.സതി ഡബതിൾ 
ഡക്ർ ബസക് ഇത്വണലത് ലഫസ്റതിവെതിലന 

മുഖ്യ ആേർഷണങ്ങളതിൽ ഒന്നാണക്. കമളയുലെ 
വതി്രദാം്രങ്ങളചും കവദതിേളചുലെ വതിവരങ്ങളചും 

ആകെഖനം ലചയക്തതിട്ടചുള്ള ബസതിൽ  ശപതതിനതിധതിേൾക്ും 
ലപാതുജനങ്ങൾക്ും യാശത ലചയ്ാനുള്ള സൗേര്യമുണ്ക്. 

ഫക് ളാഗക് ഓഫക് ചെങ്ങതിൽ അഡ്.വതി.ലേ ശപ്രാന്തക് 
എം.എൽ.എ, അഡ്. വതി. കജായക് എം.എൽ.എ, ചെച്തിശത 

അക്ാദമതി കവസക് ലചയർമാൻ കശപംേുമാർ, ലസശേട്ടറതി 
സതി.അകജായക് തുെങ്ങതിയവർ പലകെെുത്ു. ഇതാദ്യമായാണക് 

ചെച്തിശത കമളയുലെ സകദേ്രവുമായതി ലേ.എസക്.ആർ.
െതി.സതി ഡബതിൾ ഡക്ർ സർവീസക് നെത്ുന്നതക്.

ന്െസ്റിവലില് ആകര്ഷണമയായി ഡബിള് ന്ഡക്കര് 

“The art of filmmaking is becoming 
more and more realistic as the 

media and the gap between the two is 
rapidly reducing”, said John Brittas MP 
while inaugurating the media cell of the 
26th IFFK at the premises of Tagore 
theatre. Film festivals provide a wide 
array of opportunity for conversations 
beyond generations and promises 
possibilities to interlink different cultural 
ethos, he opined. KSCA Chairman 

Cinema is becoming more realistic  
as the Media:  John Brittas M P

Ranjith presided over the function. 
Hospitality and Reception Committee 
Chairman of 26th IFFK M. Vijayakumar, 
Kerala Media Academy Chairman 
R.S Babu, KSCA Vice-Chairman 
Premkumar, KSCA Secretary C. Ajoy, 
Artistic Director of 26th IFFK Bina Paul 
and Abdul Rashid, Additional Director, 
Public Relations Department were 
present at the occasion.

കോവതിഡക് മഹാമാരതിയും ആഭ്യന്തര 
യുദ്ങ്ങളചും സാമ്പത്തിേ 
ശപതതിസന്തിേളചും നതിെനതിൽക്ുകമ്പാൾ  
അതതിജീവനത്തിലന 
സകദേ്രമാണക് രാജ്യാന്തര 
ചെച്തിശത കമളയതിലെ സതികനേച്ർ 
ചതിശതം ആവതിഷക്േരതിക്ുന്നതക്. 
ശപതതിസന്തിയുലെ ോെത്ും 
ലവളതിച്മായതി നതിെലോണ് സതിനതിമയും 
അതതിലന ശപതീക്ഷയുമാണക് 
ചതിശതം പകെുവയക്ക്ുന്നതക്. മുജീബക് 
മഠത്തിൽ ഒരുക്തിയ സതികനേച്ർ 
ചതിശതം, ശപളയവും മഹാമാരതിയും 
തുെർച്യായതി ലവല്ലചുവതിളതിേൾ 
സൃട്രതിച്  കേരളത്തിൽ, രാജ്യാന്തര 
ചെച്തിശതകമള ശപതീക്ഷയുലെയും 
ആകഘാഷത്തിലനയും പുതു 
ലവളതിച്ം വീ്രുേയാണന്ന സകദേ്രം 
ഉയർത്തി്തിെതിക്ുന്നു.

പ്രതിസന്ിയുചെ 
കാലത്ത്  
പ്രതീക്ഷകള്  ്രങ്ുവച്ത് 
സിഗ്നേച്ർ െിപതരം
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The International Film Festival of Kerala has always 
taken it to celebrate the makers of the cultural, social 

and political artform called cinema. The 26th edition of the 
festival has dedicated an entire section to the world renown 
Portuguese filmmaker Miguel Gomes under the category 
‘Sublime Fantasia’. It is a compilation of artful aesthetic 
films incorporated perfectly into a political and cultural 
amalgamation. Gomes has directed and co-written the 
screenplays of all these films. 
Miguel Gomes was born in 1972 in Lisbon, Portugal. Gomes 
initially worked as a film critic and author of theoretical 
writings on cinema after he trained at the Escola Superior 
de Teatro e Cinema (Superior School of Theatre and Film, 
Lisbon). His film Tabu was a winner of the Alfred Bauer Prize 
for Artistic Innovation and the FIPRESCI Jury Prize at the 
2012 Berlin International Film Festival. His Arabian Nights 
(2015) was screened as part of the Directors’ Fortnight 
section at the 2015 Cannes Film Festival. 
Gomes is well known for his strong political stance that 
he sets up in a well defined and aesthetic background 
of narration and storytelling. The incorporation of his 
powerful perspectives into his cultural works have been 
acknowledged and often severely condemned. He integrates 
art, culture and politics in a perfectly blended concoction that 
appeals to an audience with an eye for good films.
The list of Miguel Gomes films in the ‘Sublime Fantasia’ 
category include Arabian Nights Volume 1: The Restless 
One, Arabian Nights Volume 2 : The Desolate One,  
Arabian Nights Volume 3: The Enchanted One,  
Our Beloved Month of August, Tabu, The Face  
You Deserve, and The Tsugua Diaries. 

A Tribute 
to the Master 
filmmaker 
Miguel Gomes

രാജ്യാന്തര ചെച്തിശതകമളയുലെ 
ലഡെതികഗറ്ക് ലസൽ 

കഹാസക്പതിറ്ാെതിറ്തി ആന്റ് റതിസപക് ഷൻ 
േമ്തിറ്തി ലചയർമാൻ എം. വതിജയേുമാർ 
ഉദക്ഘാെനം ലചയക്തു.നെൻ കസജു 
േുറു്ക് ആദ്യ പാസും ലഡെതികഗറ്ക് േതിറ്ും 
ഏറ്ുവാങ്ങതി. ചെച്തിശത അക്ാദമതി 
ലചയർമാൻ രഞ്തിതക്, ലസശേട്ടറതി 
സതി.അകജായക്,  ലഡപ്യയൂട്ടതി ഡയറക്ടർ 
(ലഫസറ്തിവൽ) എച്ക്. ഷാജതി, ചെച്തിശത 
അക്ാദമതി ജനറൽ േൗൺസതിൽ 
അംഗം ശപദീപക് ലചാക്തി, ലഫഡകറഷൻ 
ഓഫക് ഫതിെതിം ലസാകസറ്ീസക് ഓഫക് 
ഇന്ത്യ റീജണൽ ലസശേട്ടറതി ലേ.ജതി 
കമാഹൻേുമാർ എന്നതിവർ പലകെെുത്ു.

ചെലിഗ്േറ്ത് ചസൽ 
ഉദത്ഘാെനരം ചെയത്തു

Sruthi A. Sreekumar

6 KSCA Chairman Ranjith, Vice-Chairman Premkumar, Secretary C. Ajoy, Deputy Director (Festival) H. Shaji,  
Deputy Director (Programmes) Dr. N.P Sajeesh attending the press conference at Hotel Horizon
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