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_ “Neutral
is another

_word for
right wing”

Vetrimaaran

he 26th International Film

Festival of Kerala witnessed
many an amazing discussion by
prominent figures from the industry.
The discussion with wellknown
director Vetrimaaran was one among
them. He spoke at the symposium
held on the premises of Tagore
theatre as part of the festival. The
renowned directors literally stole the
show by discussing about current
happenings in contemporary cinema
and the factors affecting them.

The stand towards political issues
adopted by Malayalam and Tamil
film industries, especially the internal
conflicts of Malayalam cinema and
the societal and environmental
issues of Tamil industry formed part

/
ofthe discussion. t€The world today is divided; you

Vetrimaaran also added that new have to choose either left or right,
Tamil films are a political weapon for o o

social progress. He said that Ta there is no middle. If you choose the
cinema promotes Dravidian politics. nonexistent middle' it means you
New films in Tamil reinforce the ideas

put forward by Dravidian politics. o support the rig ht. , ,



perspective.

“Male dominance
is heavily evident
in Bangladesh”
Azmeri Haque Badhon

Director Lijo Jose Pellissery who
participated in the discussion,
said that our attitude towards
respecting other cultures is

peaking at the ‘In

Conversation’
session of the 26th
IFFK with Artistic
Director of IFFK,
Bina Paul, renowned
Bangladeshi actress
Azmeri Haque
Badhon said that
patriarchy still rules
the Bangladeshi film
industry as well as

The shift of trends in South Indian Cinema

he 26th IFFK held a

‘Symposium of Malayalam
Filmmakers’ where veteran
directors took part to discuss
Malayalam and Tamil
contemporary cinema industries,
scripting, IPR, registration,
workspace challenges and
finding producers. Vetrimaaran
spoke about the existence of
masculinity in cinema as it often
tells the story through a male

evident in the acceptance of
world cinema in Kerala. He also
said that it is because of the
peculiarity of our culture that
Malayalees, who have long
embraced language expressions
in films all over the world,
criticize the expressions in films
like Churuli. Directors Ranjith,
Kamal, Sibi Malayil and Natalia
were present in the session.

“Make films to change the world
and the world will teach you how
to survive in it”, said the group
addressing aspiring young
filmmakers. o

society. “Women in my country who cross
30 neither receive respect nor find relevant
work in the film industry, or in society.
However, | won accolades at the Cannes
Film Festival for Rehana when | was 34
years old!” she said, adding that this was
the sole result of her perseverance.

Pe

Badhon, who won worldwide praise for her
extraordinary performance

as the protagonistin

Rehana, recounted how '

many of the incidents in
the film reminded her of her
childhood and the abuses
she had gone through.

She also expressed how
she has called upon
Bangladeshi flmmakers

to read scripts from the
female perspective. o




“My films are the narrative of the unheard”

enowned director Pa Ranijith in his

Aravindan Memorial Lecture at
the 26th IFFK talked about the use of
politics in his movies and the portrayal
of subaltern culture. Cinema is a mere
reflection of society, he stated. “I make
movies to convey my ideologies. | speak
about the dalit politics and | strive to

Pa. Ranjith

break the stereotypical image of subaltern
culture”, he opined. “My own native

place gave me a lot of bitter experiences.
Having grown up amongst discrimination
and segregation, the filmmaker in me
evolved through these and so my films
are a raw portrayal of these experiences”,
he added.

AUDIENCE POLL BEGINS

Conversing in the session with

Rajesh Rajamani, he stated the

need of representation of Dalits in field
of arts. He expressed his agitation
towards ignorance of mainstream
medium for not considering the

Dalit participation. o

IC001 Anatolian Leopard IC008 Letit be Morning
Anadolu Leopari IC009 Murina
IC002 Camila Comes out Tonight IC010  Pebbles/ Koozhangal
Camila saldra esta noche
IC011 Sughra and her Sons
IC003 Captain Volkonogov Escaped Sughra ve ogullari
Kapitan Volkonogov bezhal . .
IC012 The Arbit Documentation o
IC004  Clara Sola of an Amphibian Hunt/ y LRI
IC005 Costa Brava, Lebanon Aavasavyuham
IC006 Forbidden/ Nishiddho IC013 You Resemble Me
IC007 I'm not the River Jhelum ICO14  Yuni i
Be Ches Ne Veth " i | |

Audience Poll for the 26th IFFK is now open. Vote for your favourite film now!
SMS Format: IFFK<space> Film Code to 56070 / IFFK Mobile App / through https://registration.iffk.in
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5 Today’s Tribute to
rogramme Dennis Joseph

11.00 - 12.00 AM
MEET THE DIRECTOR
Tagore Theatre Premises

11.00 - 1.30 PM

P.K NAIR MEMORIAL SEMINAR:
WHOSE ARCHIVE IS IT ANYWAY?
Hotel Hycinth

11.45 AM

HOMAGE: KPAC LALITHA &
MADAMPU KUNJUKUTTAN
Arilesplex SL Cinemas Audi 6

230-3.30PM
In Conversation
H. Shaji In Conversation .
with Girish Kasaravalli homage to the great scriptwriter Dennis Joseph was organised as

Tagore Theatre Premises part of the 26th IFFK. His popular film New Delhiwas screened in his
memory at the Ariesplex SL theatre. Lyricist Shibu Chakravarthy delivered
5.00 - 6.00 PM . .. . ;
the remembrance speech. KSCA Chairman Ranijith, director Joshiy and
OPEN FORUM producer of the film Joy Thomas participated in the session. o
Lisa Calan, Bina Paul

Tara Ramanujan, Madhuja Mukherjee
Miriyam Joseph, Athira Santhosh,
Mahitha UP

Conducted by FFSI and FIPRESCI
Tagore Theatre Premises

7.00 PM
CARNATIC FUSION by Pushpavathy
Tagore Theatre Premises

6TU) Jﬂb @R)B|DIW] AlOEHSIEHIM 6)ag).af)al.af)al.
6 WIEMID. BRDE MIMINGSIGRIENIBS
AIOIEN6eN af)MIEs) @ZNM3 ISI@). MMIDEGud
@IEMIM@EOMIRIe BEZn1IS MVIaNJTMIENOS
MMNABIEHIMIo HYIEOTMZ. ag)R)I BRMODOOIRIZo 89D
GOS8 NLRINOHWIBI MIMIGIBIBEHITNNo MEMWIEM.
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he director of the

Malayalam film
Avanovilona, T. Deepesh,
said that public attitude
towards transgenders has

begun to slowly change. He

was speaking at the ‘Meet
the Director’ session at the

26th International Film Festival
of Kerala. Deepesh stated
that 98 percent of the cast

e
--'__,.-—"""'

like and somebody may hate it. It
doesn’t matter”, opined Amartya
Bhattacharyya, Director of Adieu

and crew in Avanavilona are
transgenders who are highly
creative, well-educated and
ably employed. “I make my

kind of films. Somebody may

Godard. The crew of the film
Baagh, director Sourish Dey,
producer Snigdha Biswas and

Cinematographer Rajib Senupta

also attended the session. o

Llngul Blndmg Relatlonshlps Beyond
Social and Religious Taboos

ingui (the Chadian

word for Sacred Bonds)
directed by Mahamat
Saleh Haroun addresses
multiple issues faced by
two women, a mother and
daughter who lives in the
outskirts of N’'Djamena in
Chad. ltis often believed
that when it comes to
issues of oppression faced
by women especially

in the name of religion it is
always a woman who acts as
the catalyst and the one who
ensures the longevity of a
redundant practice. This movie
smashes that assumption

by presenting the character

of Amina, the mother figure
whose determination salvages
the life of her 15-year-old
daughter Maria from a life of
misery. Amina, leaves no stone
unturned, knocks at all possible
doors, risks everything, sloughs
day and night with the aim of
saving the life of her daughter,
battling religion, ostracization
and financial insecurities.
When she learns about the
pregnancy of her daughter
(whom we later find was raped
by her neighbour) and the
subsequent expulsion from the
school Amina is heart-broken
yet resilient enough to find a
way out. Linguiis a bold attempt

as it critiques the inhuman
practices observed in the name
of religion like female genital
mutilation and not giving legal
sanction for abortions and how
there are other women who
helps many innocent lives by
conducting fake circumcisions
and abortions. The scene
where Amina attacks the

man who raped her daughter
posing to be her family’s
benefactor was greeted with
thunderous applause by the
festival audience. The images
of hardworking women who
bond and lend support to each
other is what makes this movie
a delight to watch. It makes us
realise that after all social and
religious taboos are meant to be
questioned for the progress of
any society. Q
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0471 2435656, 94959 92374
sun.jothish@gmail.com

TC.4/2598, KRA-A23, KURAVANKONAM
PH

& Sun micro
KOWDIAR P.O., THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

UPS | Printer | Plotter | Monitor | Laptops
Software | Gomputer | Projectors | Networking

One stop shop for all your IT needs!
ALL TYPES OF COMPUTERS AND AUDIO VISUAL EQUIPMENTS FOR RENTAL AT MODERATE RATES.
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