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influence of his films on contemporary reminder of humility, urging awareness artistic beauty. m
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Narrative is the motor of
human inner growth krzysztof zanussi

he 28th IFFK brought together the
esteemed Polish filmmaker, Krzysztof
Zanussi, recipient of the Lifetime
Achievement Award, and the renowned
Indian film critic, C.S. Venkiteswaran,
for an insightful final “In Conversation”
session of this season.

Zanussi, reflecting on his extensive
career, emphasised the perpetual
nature of filmmaking. He encouraged
aspiring filmmakers not to be daunted by
doubts, recognising that the profession
encompasses inevitable highs and

lows. Addressing the dissonance
between idealistic aspirations and the
harsh realities of life, he conveyed his
motivation for creating films like “Cwal,”
highlighting the unbearable nature of
corruption and apathy towards people.

The filmmaker delved into the universal
prevalence of corruption, even in
unexpected places like pristine American
universities. While acknowledging the
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Krzysztof Zanussi In Conversation with C.S Venkiteswaran

cinema, he exhibited humility, refraining
from pointing out such instances to avoid
hurting fellow filmmakers.

Zanussi's worldview embraced a belief

in something greater, a mystery he
equated with God. He emphasised the
importance of pursuing knowledge,
distinguishing humanity’s inherent
curiosity from other creatures. Stressing
on the significance of narrative in human
evolution, he advocated for reading
classics like Shakespeare’s and Homer's,
emphasising their role in inner growth.

The conversation touched on skepticism
as a means to preserve enthusiasm,
focusing on the need for critical thinking
to discern truth from falsehood. Zanussi
expressed mistrust, both towards others
and himself, recognising the propensity
for errors. His faith, a conscious choice in
something over nothing, underscored his
perspective on life’s transient nature.

Mountains in his films served as a

-

KSCA Chairman Ra;njlth releasing thé book Cinemayiloode Pakarunna Jeevitham Enn Marakarogam: e A“ artist

Krzysztof Zanussiude Chalachitrarachanakal written by C.S Venkiteswaran to KSFDC Chairman Shaji N. Karun

of our mere microscopic existence
in the vast universe. Death, deemed
inevitable, was portrayed as acceptance
of our immortality, embracing faith
in something amidst the potential
nothingness.

Zanussi's reflections extended to =
cinematic art, highlighting the symbios
of words and images. He underscored
that the essence of cinema lies in
content and context, irrespective of

the medium used. Despite a nuanced
view on digitalisation, he expressed
concern about a decline in the young
generation’s |1Q.

The filmmaker concluded with grati
for the privilege of working in cinema,
expressing contentment with his
chosen path, one that diverges from
the conventional. His perspective on ?
art and politics echoed a sentimentof = sasAN L
keeping them distinct, asserting that =
propagandistic elements poison true
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helongs to no one,

but his art helongs
to everyone
Krzysztof Zanussi
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HURRY UP!
CAST YOUR VOTES NOW!!!

Y YOUR CHANCE TO CHOOSE

THE BEST FILM IN COMPETITION
ENDS TODAY

The Audience Poll for the 28th
IFFK will end today at 2.30 pm.

SMS Format:
IFFK<space> Film Code to 56070

OR through
https://registration.iffk.in
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IFFK SCHEDULE - DAY 8
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Bahadur -
The Brave
India/90/2023
Dir: Diwa Shah

y

Cuentos de
un dia mas)
Dir: Fernando
Pérez

Another Da
Cuba/90/2021

[

Tales of

Joseph’s Son
India/85/2023
Dir: Haobam

Paban Kumar
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2:15PM
Han

[

WC

11:30 PM
Thunders
(Tunete)

wWC

9:00 AM

The Promised

ging Gard

b %o% '

errito
Saudi Arabia/1

Janain muala
Dir: Ahmed Yassin
Aldaradji

000

Ira
ian

Moldova, Romania
Dir: loane Bobeica

/75/2023

Land (Bastarden)
Denmark, Swe-
den, Norway, Ger-
many/127/2023
Dir: Nikolaj Arcel
000

JY09VL

6:00 PM
CLOSING
CEREMONY
Followed by the
screening of
Award Winning
Film

NO SCREENING

NO SCREENING
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Opinion about IFFK

The festival offers an amazing opportunity

to discover both classics and contemporary.
movies, from India and the rest of the world.
It is a thrilling event. The international take

is really an asset, though | will end up going
to see mostly Indian movies, because | am
discovering Indian culture as a foreigner. ™%
| see artists are committed, they stand for
social causes.

Your take on Attam

The movie was subtle. After watchingit, |
felt that there is more room for partnershi
between French and Malayalam cinema.
Why not show this movie during the
celebration of the international day for
women'’s rights?

Alliance Francaise screening movies to
promote cinema

Alliance Francaise organises screenings

in Thiruvananthapuram premises about
once in @ month to promote French cinema.
We hope to develop,ithat even more on our

p—

Annexyin KochizWe had

expressed our desire to be

partefithe IEFK. Thanks
to.the French Institute, we
have aggess to hundreds
of movies. The only
conditionsbeing that they
mu\st be seen for free.

Film festival atmosphere
in France
France is the country of
cinema. It started with the
birth of Freres Lumiere
who invented cinema, and
it continues nowadays

i through the Cannes
estival and the Festival

Lumiere in Lyon. | am very

appy to promote Kerala
zinema as well. ‘Attam’ is
jefinitely.a movie | would
recommend. m

4 Interview by Amiya Meethal

he last session of the Open Forum

was held at the Tagore theatre
premises on the topic ‘Film Policy -
Necessity and Significance’.

“Our Malayalam Cinema is about to
celebrate its centenary. Every year, more
than 150 films are sent to the Malayalam
category alone at IFFK. Cinema is a
medium that has the power to influence
our lifestyles, culture and passion. We
are nearing a phase where the need for a
unified film policy is extremely crucial”,
began C Ajoy, Secretary, KSCA.

“We have been informed that an initial
draft of a film policy has been made by
the government. Even a state like Sikkim
which has almost no film production

of its own has a film policy for external
filmmakers. States like Haryana, Madhya

=

Pradesh, Uttarakhand, UP, Rajasthan
all have film policies. It is high time
Kerala also developed its policy. Most
filmmakers are focusing on regional
releases now as they cannot afford an
all Kerala release. Despite 200 films
releasing this year, the success rate is
just 8-10 percent. Theatre collection is
pathetic. Only OTT platforms are
some sort of comfort as they pay

for the films”, voiced producer

Suresh Kumar.

“There is almost zero participation

of women in cinema, especially on
the technical and filmmaking side.
The government needs to intervene
and change this scenario. Also, the
Departments Cultural Affairs and
Tourism must collaborate and expand

Uttam Kamati, Prakash Sreedhar, Chhatrapal Ninawe, Anand Ekarshi, Santosh Babusenan, Satish Babusenan, Hilal Baydarov. Moderator: Meera Sahib

the scope of filmmaking in the state.
Single window clearances must also be
executed for faster promotion, along with
subsidies”, expressed actress Sajitha
Madathil.

“Film is not only an industry, but also an
art. Film policies need to be executed
not only state wise but also at the
national level. Film societies have been
trying since 1951 for a film policy to be
mandated in the country but very few
suggestions have been executed do far.
Cinema as an industry was only accepted
by the central government in 2000. The
government has no clear idea on what
to do with the film industry.”, remarked
Premendra Mazumdar.

Mini |.G and Manilal also took part in the
session, moderated by V.K Joseph. m



Ayurveda  TheHolistic
Legacy of

Yoga Huma

Somatheeram Ayurveda Village, located at Chowara Beach on
a hillock 9 km south of the famous Kovalam Beach, with over
15 acres of greenery all around is the first Ayurveda Resort in

the world. : .
Manaltheeram Ayurveda Beach Village, where the rejuvenating

and healing energy of the sun and sea breeze welcome your
body to the path of relaxation and health. Come, see for
yourself!

AyurSoma is an absolute marvel designed as the
flagship of the Somatheeram Ayurveda Group.
AyurSoma never fails to amaze while providing health
& vigour and facilitates an unforgettable

living experience.

Corporate Office:
Chowara P.O., South of Kovalam, Trivandrum, Kerala, India, Pin 695 501.
mail@somatheeram.in | www.somatheeram.net | Tel: +91 471 2268101

Somatheeram Research Institute & Ayurveda Hospital and Manaltheeram Ayurvedic Hospital & Research Centre are Accredited by

veda

7 ST

3P ; j

Awarded as the best Ayurveda retreat by Government of India 6 times and Government of Kerala 6 times
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